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C H A R L E S  R O D  H E M B R E EC H A R L E S  R O D  H E M B R E E  is the founding pastor of Good Friends Fellowship in Ontario, 
Canada. He brings his extensive production background and Biblical training together to serve 
the Body of Christ as the Executive Director of Bible Discovery.

After God created the heavens and the 
earth, He put the plants, animals, 

and two people in place. He gave those 
people choice so that they were free. They 
could choose to follow God or choose not 
to. Unfortunately, we all know how that 
went: The humans choose not to follow 
God and that violation brought about the 
worst day in history. We have lived with 
sin ever since. It surrounds us, destroys 
our ability, and steals our life. 

But also in Genesis 3, God speaks 
profoundly to the trickster, satan. He tells 
him, “And I will put enmity between you 
and the woman, and between your seed 
and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, 
and you shall bruise His heel” –  G E N E S I S  3 : 1 5 .

This is the original prophecy of Jesus 
Christ! God promised in front of all 
humanity to bring a Messiah to earth, 
take the cost of sin, and offer humanity a 
chance of recovery. This transformation 
process begins with repentance of sin. 
The cost of sin must be paid for, and it 
is through Jesus Christ. As a result of His 

Rod Hembree, Th.D, DE.

assignment on earth, Christ made a way 
for us to have eternal life. His life and 
death are widely recognized today as 
historical, but it is His resurrection from 
the dead that is only agreed on by a few 
of us.  

Through the study of the Bible and the 
recovery of ancient culture, we continue 
to discover the intricacies of how Jesus 
acted and reacted here on earth. This 
is fascinating, since He is fully man 
and fully God. How does God live on 
earth in the midst of human sin? How 
does the LORD navigate the reason of 
man, motivated by evil and turn it to a 
demonstration of God’s Kingdom?  The 
Heavenly Kingdom is at hand, and the 
choice is for everyone to make: Jesus 
Christ, is He LORD or not?



Make the most of your devotional time with our Guide to the Bible in  
a year. Each Guide provides valuable context and theological insight to  

help strengthen your faith and dig deeper into the richness of  
God's Word every day.

The following three tips will help you make the most of your daily  
Bible reading and Guide:
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How to use this How to use this 
GuideGuide

 
S P O T L I G H T  O N . . .

In every Guide, you'll find a section with 
specific highlights from the perspectives 

of history, apologetics, theology, and 
more. These viewpoints provide a 
holistic context from which to view 

the month's Bible reading, giving us a 
greater understanding of the Word, and 
equipping us to grasp the impact of the 

Bible in these important fields. 

D A I LY  R E A D I N G

The readings are in traditional order, 
with a date corresponding to the 
Hebrew calendar. Each reading 
consists of a daily insight and a 

focus on three major takeaways from 
the day's Bible passage. Challenge 

yourself to meditate on the Discovering 
The Truth and Today's Prayer sections as 

you go about your day.

 
W A T C H  T H E  D A I LY  S H O W

Catch our companion TV series for even more valuable 
insight and theological discussion, hosted daily by the 

Hembree family. Join Rod, Janice, Ryan and Corie in this 
thirty-minute devotional show that will change the way you 

see and read the Bible. Visit BibleDiscoveryTv.com to 
watch our show online or to find a TV channel in your area.
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In March of 44BC, Julius Caesar’s 
great-nephew and adopted heir, the 

eighteen-year-old Octavian, began his 
journey to absolute power under a new 
name: Augustus. The name Augustus 
signified its owner as something greater 
than human, and yet for political safety  
in Rome, still something less than a  
Roman god. 

Augustus wisely chose how to push 
boundaries. He chose not to promote 
himself as “emperor” but instead he 
marketed himself as the truest Roman 
by calling himself the Princeps, the first 
citizen. As Princeps, Augustus effectively 
gained control over the political sphere of 
Rome, the military, and Rome’s religious 
life. Though he kept the appearance of 
the Roman Republic, this trifecta of power 
unrivalled in leaders of the past, has caused 
historians to see through his thin veil of 
Princeps, labelling him instead the first, and 
possibly, most powerful Emperor of Rome.    

After the assassination of his great-uncle 
Julius Caesar, Augustus recognized a 
great opportunity, calling on the loyalty 

of military leaders to his uncle, and 
the republic’s tenuous hold on peace, 

Augustus’ first task was to use and then 
defeat a major threat to his future power: 
Mark Antony and Cleopatra VII of Egypt.  

Once they were dealt with, Augustus 
returned to Rome and, at least in show, 
respected the Republic by relinquishing 

his power back into the Senate’s 
hand. It was a show however, and 
by it Augustus was actually able 
to garner more power! He kept the 
consulship of Rome, which was 

normally a yearly elected position, and he 
was given control over the provinces with 
the largest armies.  

Augustus ensured military loyalty by 
creating a large retirement fund and 
colonies for them, and in a controversial 
move he created the Praetorian Guard, 
an elite personal army to protect the 
Princeps. Eventually, Augustus was also 
able to round out his power by securing 
the job of high priest of Rome. He styled 
himself the protector of Rome’s religious 
traditions, ushering in what he called the 
“Pax Romana” the peace of Rome. With 
one man at the helm, Rome had lost its 
Republic and gained its first Emperor. 

S P OT L I G H T  O N  B I O G R A P H Y

Caesar Caesar 
AugustusAugustus

by Corie Bobechko

T HE  NAME AUGUS T US  S IGNIF IED  I T S  OWNER AS 
SOME T H ING GRE AT ER  T HAN HUMAN. . .
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W hen it comes to the ministry 
and earthly life of Jesus Christ, the 

four gospel accounts record a number of 
the same events such as the baptism of 
Jesus, the feeding of the five thousand, the 
triumphal entry, the last supper, etc. On the 
other hand, there are many events which do 
not appear in all four gospels such as the 
Magi visiting from the east, the temptation 
of Christ in the wilderness, the wedding at 
Cana, and the sermon on the mount. 

Certainly, one of the more high-profile acts 
of Jesus, which is recorded in all four gospel 
accounts, is the cleansing of the temple 
in which He drives out those who had 
turned God’s house of prayer into a house 
of profit. Because Matthew, Mark, Luke, 
and John all make mention of this temple 
cleansing, many readers assume that each 
gospel writer is recording the same event. 
However, this creates a contradiction of 
sorts because while John places this event 
near the beginning of Jesus’ ministry ( J O H N 

2 ) , according to the Synoptic gospels it was 
near the end of His ministry just days before 
His crucifixion ( M AT T H E W  2 1 ;  M A R K  1 1 ;  L U K E  1 9 ) . 

So how are we to resolve this discrepancy? 
The answer is actually remarkably simple: 
These are two separate events. Jesus 

S P O T L I G H T  O N  A P O L O G E T I C S

cleansed the temple both at the 
beginning of His ministry as John records 

and again near the end of His ministry as 
recorded in the Synoptics.

There are several chronological markers 
which confirm this conclusion. Consider 
John the Baptist. When Jesus cleansed 
the temple in John’s account John the 
Baptist was still alive ( J O H N  3 : 2 2 - 2 4 ) . But 
in Matthew, Mark, and Luke’s account 
he was clearly already dead. Another 
difference that sets these passages apart 
is in the book of John where Jesus was 
immediately confronted by temple officials, 
but Matthew, Mark, and Luke make no 
mention of this confrontation. Also, the 
Synoptics record that following the temple 
cleansing Jesus began to teach and heal 
people there, but there is no mention 
of this in John. Similarly, in John, Jesus 
fashioned a whip of cords to drive out the 
money changers, but the Synoptics do not 
mention a whip at all. Even the words Jesus 
spoke while cleansing the temple (while 
similar in message) are distinctly different 
( C O M PA R E  J O H N  2 : 1 6  W I T H  M AT T H E W  2 1 : 1 3 ; 

M A R K  1 1 : 1 7 ;  L U K E  1 9 : 4 6 ) .

Thus, we come to the somewhat surprising 
conclusion that Jesus, on at least two 
occasions, cleansed the temple.

Temple Temple 
  Two-TimerTwo-Timer

by Ryan Hembree

O CTO B ER
M A R K  —  A C T S
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D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  W O R D

––  3   3  ––––  1   1  ––

T O D AY ' S  P R AY E RD I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  T R U T H

––  2   2  ––

We are limited by our flesh, but the Spirit 
of God is not. The LORD is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever! We would 
do well not to limit God’s Spirit to our 
understanding. The LORD our God is holy. 

Jesus understood His 
human limitations 

bound in flesh and made 
provision through the 

Spirit. We, too, are limited 
in the flesh, and must trust 

in God for our strength. 
( v.  7 – 1 2 )

The ministry of Jesus was 
not limited by human 

flesh. The Spirit of God 
supersedes the physical 
world and prepares us 
for spiritual war as His 

children. ( v.  1 3 – 1 9 )

Jesus Christ was not out 
of His mind but seemed 

so to those who had a 
hardened heart. When we 
give our lives to the LORD 
Jesus Christ, we receive a 

heart of the Spirit.( v.  2 0 – 2 7 )

LORD,  YOU  ALONE  ARE  HOLY  AND 
YOU ALONE  HAVE  MADE  ME  HOLY, 
AS  I  FOLLOW YOU W I T H  MY L I FE .

The Spirit of God 
M A R K  3M A R K  3 –– 44

The Spirit that hovered over the waters in Genesis 1:2 is the same Spirit fully manifest in 
Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ is God! When the LORD poured Himself into human flesh, He 
willfully limited Himself to flesh for a short period of 33 years ( P H I L I P P I A N S  2 : 7 - 8 ) . Jesus 
understood His human limitations were bound in flesh, but that the Spirit supersedes it. 
When Jesus healed people, He did so through the Holy Spirit. The evil spirits trembled in 
His presence. This was no ordinary man, and everyone knew it. 

It’s fascinating to think that Jesus spoke of the spiritual war taking place all around us ( M A R K 

3 : 2 2 - 3 0 ;  E P H E S I A N S  6 : 1 2 ) , and to combat the enemy we must receive the Spirit of adoption: 
Holy Spirit ( R O M A N S  8 : 1 5 ;  G A L AT I A N S  3 : 2 6 ;  E P H E S I A N S  1 : 5 ) . Our spirit is made holy through the 
life-time sanctification of His Spirit. To reject His Spirit is to ally yourself with satan. 

O C T  1 ,  2 0 21         2 5  T I S H R E I ,  5 782

D I S C O V E R I N G  G O D  —  M A R K  3 : 7 – 2 7
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D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  W O R D

––  3   3  ––––  1   1  ––

T O D AY ' S  P R AY E RD I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  T R U T H

––  2   2  ––

As we follow our LORD Jesus Christ, we live 
knowing that we are ultimately healed and 
restored through Him. Our lives begin as a 
transformation from an attitude of self-love 
to a life lived to follow God: True Love. This 
way of thinking and believing produces a 
change in our character.  

When our lives are saved 
by Jesus Christ we are 

excited. God calls us to let 
others know Who He is and 

what He has done for us. 
( v.  1 8 – 2 0 )

Jesus was followed by 
many people who were 

sick and suffering.  
We are reminded that God’s 
healing comes through the 

Holy Spirit, not us. 
( v.  2 1 – 2 4 )

Jesus heals us in our 
faith. Our faith in the 

LORD Jesus affects how 
we live.  
( v. 2 5 – 3 4 )

LORD,  LE T  YOUR WORD CHANGE 
AND D IREC T  MY AT T I T UDE  AS  I 
FOLLOW YOU.

The Spiritual Story
M A R K  5M A R K  5 –– 66

As we continue reading in the Gospels, we will see this pattern of Jesus Christ travelling 
from one place to another, touching and healing people by His presence. Even though 
Jesus was bound by incarnate limitations, His presence would still heal people. And since 
His presence healed, it disturbed the spiritual forces of darkness. In fact, it is interesting 
to read how the demonic forces reacted to His presence. They recognized Jesus as the 
Son of God, and usually begged for mercy. It’s also interesting to think that the LORD 
was fully in our presence here on earth, confined to a single point in space and time. And 
we did what the demons would not do–––instead of trembling, we killed Him. His mercy 
is truly beyond our understanding! 

D I S C O V E R I N G  G O D  —  M A R K  5 : 18 – 3 4

O C T  2 ,  2 0 21         2 6  T I S H R E I ,  5 782
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D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  W O R D

––  3   3  ––––  1   1  ––

T O D AY ' S  P R AY E RD I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  T R U T H

––  2   2  ––

Our soul is made right when we come to 
Jesus Christ. But we have the responsibility 
of keeping what we listen to, in our soul, 
right. Remember; if we keep feeding our 
soul rotten things, it will eventually corrupt 
our character ( 1  C O R I N T H I A N S  1 5 : 3 3 ) . Human 
beings are growing creatures in spirit. Let’s 
not stunt that growth.  

It’s not the food we eat 
but what comes out of 

our heart that makes us 
unclean. We should feed 
our souls with good food 

from the Bible. 
( v.  1 4 – 1 6 )

Sometimes the disciples 
of Jesus didn’t understand 

because they were not 
truly listening. We should 
keep our hearts and minds 

tuned into God and His 
Word, above all else. ( v.  1 7 – 1 9 )

Sin begins in the heart 
and is played out in the 

body. Our soul is the most 
important thing we can 

make right with God.  
( v.  2 0 – 2 3 )

HELP  ME ,  LORD,  T O  GROW T HE 
R IGH T  T H INGS  IN  MY SOUL .

The Food of Our Souls 
M A R K  7M A R K  7 –– 88

Jesus Christ spoke about the soul of man. He knows how we are created, because He 
is the One who made us. His point was that it is not that which goes into our body that 
troubles us, in the case of food, but that which goes into our heart and soul. If music was 
food, what are you eating? Is it a good diet for sustaining life, or is it sweet like candy, 
yet rotten at its core? Is the melody set on things above or on things below: earthly and 
unspiritual? Do the lyrics express the things of God and the Kingdom of heaven or is it 
about earthbound relationships and material things? We should always pay attention to 
what we are feeding our soul.     

O C T  3 ,  2 0 21         2 7  T I S H R E I ,  5 782

D I S C O V E R I N G  G O D  —  M A R K  7 : 14 – 2 3
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D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  W O R D

––  3   3  ––––  1   1  ––

T O D AY ' S  P R AY E RD I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  T R U T H

––  2   2  ––

We are people bound by sin. There is good 
news, however: Jesus Christ frees our spirit 
from sin when we repent! From then on, we 
must learn to live a life with God, for God. 
The sanctification process is learning how to 
follow the LORD Jesus Christ. He is the way, 
and the truth, and the life. 

When Jesus arrived, the 
arguing stopped and 

the people ran to greet 
Him. The presence of 

God changes everything. 
He brings salvation and 

healing. ( v.  1 4 – 1 5 )

There is absolutely no 
healing without God's 
intervention. Doctors 

learn how God has created 
the body, and they heal us 

based on God’s design and 
supervision. ( v.  1 6 – 1 8 )

The boy’s father was 
desperate for God to do 
something. We must be 

honest with God about our 
belief or lack thereof.  

He will help us.  
( v. 1 9 – 2 7 )

LORD,  I  WAN T  T O  T RUS T  YOU W I T H 
ALL  MY L I FE .  HELP  MY FA I T H  T O 
GROW E ACH DAY.

The Boy Who Was Healed
M A R K  9M A R K  9 –– 1 01 0

Many of us live with ailments, disease, impairments, and health issues our whole lives. 
Often they become so normal that we just accept them as part of who we are. But 
in God’s original design, the first man and woman were created “very good” with no 
physical problems. If we have accepted Jesus Christ as LORD of our life, then the sin and 
sickness in this world, and in our bodies, is confined to this world–––it is not forever. Some 
things may last for our lifetime here on earth, but in heaven and the future world to come, 
we will be restored to our original, glorified state. Sickness is not something that we have 
to accept forever, it is a weakness that comes to all of us from the result of our sin nature. 
Jesus Christ knew this but His disciples did not. Today, we have many medical options to 
choose from. But we would be wise not to put our faith in the medical system. Rather, we 
should put our faith in God who supersedes over it all. Our God is a miracle-working God.     

D I S C O V E R I N G  G O D  —  M A R K  9 : 14 – 2 7

O C T  4 ,  2 0 21         2 8  T I S H R E I ,  5 782
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D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  W O R D

––  3   3  ––––  1   1  ––

T O D AY ' S  P R AY E RD I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  T R U T H

––  2   2  ––

The attitudes of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees are still around today. And, God 
is continuing to make right what was, and 
has been, consistently wrong in the Church. 
Remember that buildings and institutions 
are not the Church, God’s people are. No 
matter where God’s people meet, they are 
the Church of the LORD Jesus Christ.  

Jesus spoke against the 
tree because it had no 

fruit. We must always keep 
our hearts turned toward 
God, growing His fruit in 

our lives.  
( v.  1 2 – 1 4 )

Jesus rebelled against 
buying and selling for 

profit in the temple. We 
should keep our hearts 

honest and right before the 
LORD, seeking Him more 

than riches. ( v.  1 5 – 1 6 )

Jesus rightly calls out 
and teaches against the 

attitude toward God’s 
temple. Many seek power 

and position in the Church, 
not rightness with God.  

( v.  1 7 – 1 9 )

LORD,  HELP  ME  T O  KEEP  MYSELF 
R IGH T  W I T H  YOU.  YOU  ARE  T HE 
ONE  I  SERVE .

The Fruit of the Fig Tree 
M A R K  1 1M A R K  1 1 –– 1 21 2

In our reading today, there is a fascinating encounter between Jesus, the Creator of 
all things, and a fig tree. Jesus, seeing a fig tree in the distance and being hungry, 
approaches the tree to see if there is any fruit among the leaves. Finding no fruit, Jesus 
openly curses the tree, as His disciples listened in. The interesting part about fruit is that 
God speaks to us through Paul the apostle and tells us the fruit of the Spirit, which is not 
to be confused with the gifts of the Spirit: “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such 
there is no law.” ( G A L AT I A N S  5 : 2 2 - 2 3 ) . The LORD teaches us about bearing fruit for anyone 
who is hungry. The Church of the LORD Jesus Christ is like a seed that grows into a tree 
and bears good fruit. As the Church, we should always be growing the fruit from the 
Holy Spirit, ready for anyone who is hungry.  

O C T  5 ,  2 0 21         2 9  T I S H R E I ,  5 782

D I S C O V E R I N G  G O D  —  M A R K  11 : 12 – 19
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D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  W O R D

––  3   3  ––––  1   1  ––

T O D AY ' S  P R AY E RD I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  T R U T H

––  2   2  ––

Today things are changing dramatically. 
The first reason is Israel; the chosen people 
of God are sharing the planet with the 
Church of Jesus Christ for the first time since 
AD 70. So, keep watch of Israel, God has 
set her in place for this time for a reason – a 
time of unprecedented knowledge.

The end of time is near 
when we see changes 

happen unlike anything 
we’ve seen before. Daniel 
12 says that knowledge will 

dramatically increase in 
those days. ( v.  2 8 – 2 9 )

The generation alive 
to see the signs Jesus 

predicted will not pass 
away until all things 

are fulfilled. God’s Word 
stands eternal. We will all 

bow to Jesus Christ! ( v. 3 0 – 3 1 )

Jesus commands His 
people to watch and be 

ready for the beginning of 
the end. Watch and pray; 

seek the LORD always; and  
tell others the good news of 

Jesus Christ! ( v. 3 2 – 3 7 )

LORD,  COME BACK QU ICKLY!  BU T 
HELP  ME  T O  T ELL  PEOPLE  WHO YOU 
ARE  AND WHAT  YOU D ID  FOR  ME .

Keep Watch!
M A R K  1 3M A R K  1 3 –– 1 41 4

The end of time is a controversial idea. Many do not believe in an end of time in our 
lifetime because they do not believe the Biblical account of the beginning of time. But 
if time itself had a beginning, logic would dictate that it will have an end. The Word of 
God tells us that time itself has a beginning and has an end. The beginning appears 
in Genesis 1. Time, as we know it, started with God’s creation of the universe and the 
earth. The end is recorded in Revelation. But when will it end? Even though an event is 
recorded, Jesus says no one knows the day or the hour when the end will come, except 
the Father. Not even Jesus knows! If someone claims to know when the end will come, 
they are claiming to know more than Jesus did. This is telling. A new revelation such as 
this contradicts Jesus’s own words. 

D I S C O V E R I N G  G O D  —  M A R K  13 : 2 8 – 37

O C T  6 ,  2 0 21         3 0  T I S H R E I ,  5 782
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D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  W O R D

––  3   3  ––––  1   1  ––

T O D AY ' S  P R AY E RD I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  T R U T H

––  2   2  ––

Jesus gives each of us who serve and follow 
Him the commission to go into the world and 
preach the gospel to every living creature ( M A R K 

1 6 : 1 5 ) . The word commission means the act 
of committing or entrusting a person, group, 
etc., with supervisory power or authority. 
Let’s remember that this commission is not a 
suggestion, but a command from the LORD.

After hearing from two 
disciples who saw the 

risen Jesus, the others still 
did not believe. What will 
we do with the evidence of 

Jesus and His Word – are we 
for or against Him? ( v.  1 2 – 1 3 )

Jesus challenged His 
disciples for not believing.  
We should keep our hearts 

and minds seeking after God 
and trusting in His Word. 

( v.  1 4 )

Jesus commissioned His 
disciples to go into the 
world and speak about 
Him to others. As they 
shared the gospel, signs 

followed their work. 
( v.  1 5 – 2 0 )

LORD,  HELP  ME  T O  OBE Y  YOUR 
COMMANDS AS  SUCH,  AND NO T  AS 
MERE  SUGGE S T IONS.

The Great Commission 
M A R K  1 5M A R K  1 5 –– 1 61 6

The gospel is the good news of Jesus Christ. The good news is that the cost for sin was paid 
for in full by our LORD Jesus Christ through His death, resurrection, and ascension. We 
can be reconciled to God and be made right before Him when we accept Jesus Christ and 
follow Him as the LORD of our life. This is integral to the great commission. We are told first 
by Jesus to share the gospel message and share how our lives have been changed by Him. 
Second, we are commanded to make disciples through baptism, teaching, and obedience 
( M AT T H E W  2 8 : 1 9 - 2 0 ) . In the last 30 years, the idea of sharing the good news of Christ seems 
to have been looked down on because many in the West think that humanity is becoming 
better with time. Some believe that the less we acknowledge God, the better we are. But that 
idea is simply not true! A quick look at the global statistics today reveals we are not better, 
humanity is still drenched in its own evil. The gospel and great commission are the truth! 

O C T  7,  2 0 21       1  C H E S H V A N ,  5 782
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––  2   2  ––

The impossible is not a problem for the 
great God of the Bible. There is nothing 
that is, or will be, impossible with God! As 
Christians, we need to think differently as 
we strive to live for God. We need to become 
aware of the patterns of our thoughts and 
apply Scriptural truth to them. As we strive 
to follow Him, the Holy Spirit will work in us 
for our good. 

Mary was highly favored 
by God. God had a 

special role for Mary in 
His plan. Each of us are 

called according to God’s 
plan for our lives.  

( v.  2 6 – 2 8 )

Mary learns that Jesus 
will be exalted and  
unique above all.  

We should share the good 
news of Jesus Christ!  

( v. 2 9 – 3 3 )

With God, NOTHING IS 
IMPOSSIBLE! We should 
put our trust and hope in 

God and His Word.  
( v. 3 4 – 3 8 )

LORD,  HELP  ME  T O  HAVE  T HE 
MIND OF  CHR IS T  T HROUGH T HE 
HOLY  SP IR I T.  I  WAN T  T O  T H INK 
YOUR WAY INS T E AD OF  T HE 
E ART HLY  WAY.

The Greatest Message
L U K E  1L U K E  1 –– 22

The word angel means messenger of God, and the name Gabriel means strong one of 
God. Gabriel was sent as God’s messenger to a young virgin named Mary to foretell 
the divine birth of the coming Christ. This pregnancy would come as a result of the Holy 
Spirit descending upon Mary. This was the greatest message ever announced by anyone, 
anywhere: God Himself pouring His Spirit into flesh and Jesus emerging into the human 
race; God’s holy blood mixed with unholy flesh. Only God could do this miraculous event! 
Luke was likely a Gentile; he wrote the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts. The apostle 
Paul identified Luke as a travel companion and as a medical doctor ( C O L .  4 : 1 4 ) . A lot has 
been written about how Luke focused on including accounts of Gentiles and societal 
outcasts. While most Scripture focuses on the Jewish people, Luke focused on the plan of 
God for all humanity, and so he wrote towards both a Jewish and a Gentile audience. 

D I S C O V E R I N G  G O D  —  L U K E  1 : 2 6 – 3 8
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D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  W O R D

––  3   3  ––––  1   1  ––

T O D AY ' S  P R AY E RD I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  T R U T H

––  2   2  ––

God chose the Jewish people to bring us most 
of His Word and to bring us the Messiah. God’s 
work through history has given all of mankind 
the opportunity of reconciliation with Him. 
He has now chosen Christians to spread the 
Word, to share our stories about how God has 
changed us. Let’s speak up. 

The Holy Spirit activated 
the ministry of Jesus 

Christ. Fully God and fully 
man, Jesus was destined 

to pay the cost for sin and 
offer us eternal life.  

( v.  2 1 – 2 2 )

Jesus began His ministry 
on earth at about 30 years 

of age. We are activated 
as soon as we are saved or 

“born again”. How are  
we doing? 

( v.  2 3 )

The genealogy of Jesus is 
tied to a Jewish lineage. 

God chose the Jewish 
people to bring Messiah to 

the world. 
( v.  2 4 – 3 8 )

LORD,  PLE ASE  HELP  ME  T O  SHARE 
MY PERSONAL  T E S T IMONY W I T H 
O T HERS.  PLE ASE  EMBOLDEN ME 
AND G I V E  ME  YOUR LOVE  FOR 
O T HERS.

Legacy of Jesus 
L U K E  3L U K E  3 –– 44

It is all too easy for critics of Jesus Christ to call Him an accident. However, the Bible 
claims that Jesus is the planned and only begotten Son of God, sent to earth to seek and 
save the lost. Jesus’ great love for God and us emboldened Him to submit to death to 
pay the cost of sin. Death could not hold Him, and neither can our assumptions about 
Him. He rose from the dead to give the gift of eternal life to all those who choose to 
follow Him. Jesus’ human lineage is recorded in Luke, chapter 3. Often, we look to our 
own lineages and try to point out skills and weaknesses that we have acquired from our 
forefathers. Luke’s genealogy of Jesus traces all the way back to the first man, Adam. 
Rather than continuing Adam’s legacy of sin, Christ overcame this weakness. Rather 
than perpetual death, Jesus passes on eternal life. Now, all of humanity has a choice: 
Who will we follow? The sin of Adam or the life of Christ? 

O C T  9 ,  2 0 21       3  C H E S H V A N ,  5 782
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One of the best ways to understand the 
will of God is to remove our lust from it 
and consider that His will for our lives is 
the very best for us. We all tend toward 
selfishness; it is easy for us not to consider 
the wellbeing of others before our own. Our 
goal as Christians is to build the Kingdom 
of heaven, not to secure our own kingdom in 
the here and now. 

There is only One person 
who can heal us from 

all our health problems. 
Jesus Christ is the creator of 
all things living, we need to 

recognize that. 
( v.  1 2 )

Many times our healing 
comes so we can share our 

testimony with others.  
The LORD’s will for our life 

is the most important thing. 
( v. 1 3 – 1 4 )

Jesus often withdrew by 
Himself from the people 

to pray. There is no ministry 
without personal prayer. 

( v. 1 5 – 1 6 )

LORD,  HELP  ME  T O  REMEMBER 
T HAT  I T  IS  NO T  MY NEED  T HAT  IS 
T HE  MOS T  IMPORTAN T  T H ING,  BU T 
YOUR W ILL .

He Could Not Keep Silent
L U K E  5L U K E  5 –– 66

Today's reading gives us amazing examples of Christ’s ability and willingness to heal physical 
sickness. These accounts point out Jesus’ divine nature, the sacredness of His mission, His 
concern for our wellbeing, and much more. But there was, and is, a temptation that comes 
with this: Are we following Jesus for the sake of eternal life, or for the sake of physical wellness now? 
The concept of divine healing has been abused. Even when people aren’t sure of someone’s 
message, they’ll travel from near and far for a chance to be cured of a sickness or disease. 
Today, mass media can be used to publicize claimed healers, and generate massive incomes 
for them regardless of the outcomes of claimed miracles. The good news is that we don’t have 
to travel far to get to Jesus, and He is not after our wallets or physical wealth. When we trust 
God and His will for our lives, He will provide healing as He deems necessary. I wonder…the 
United States currency has embedded on it, “In God We Trust”…but do we really?

D I S C O V E R I N G  G O D  —  L U K E  5 : 12 – 16
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D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  W O R D

––  3   3  ––––  1   1  ––

T O D AY ' S  P R AY E RD I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  T R U T H

––  2   2  ––

The Word of God is powerful and changes 
things. We should always remember that! 
When we trust in the LORD Jesus Christ, we 
can depend on Him to fulfill His will in our 
life. Those who follow Jesus as LORD will live 
forever in eternity with Him. 

The miracles of Jesus 
always come just when we 

need Him. We must keep 
our mind, soul and body 

close to Christ, and follow 
Him more than ever.  

( v.  1 1 – 1 2 )

Jesus tells the grieving 
mother not to weep. We 
should keep our spirits in 

line with the Holy Spirit, who 
knows our grief. 

( v.  1 3 )

Jesus Christ raised the 
dead boy to life with His 
word! The Word of God 

is quick and powerful, 
bringing new life and 

healing! ( v.  1 4 – 1 7 )

LORD,  HELP  ME  T O  REMEMBER MY 
HE AVENLY  POS I T ION W I T H  YOU.

Death to Life 
L U K E  7L U K E  7 –– 88

Some of the most shocking and important miracles of Jesus were the times He brought 
people back from the dead. It was a serious marker of His spiritual authority, and surely, 
people were astounded by it. Today, apparently, a scientifically defined miracle is an 
event that has a probability of one in 200 with 15 zeros behind it. In other words, it’s a 
basically impossible event. In our western society we tend to reject the idea of miracles; 
if a claim can’t be explained naturally or scientifically, we dismiss it. Miracles are 
impossible, things like them just don’t happen. Even so, when the birth announcement of 
Jesus Christ was given to Mary, the angel said, “For with God nothing will be impossible” 
( L U K E  1 : 3 7 ) .

O C T  11,  2 0 21      5  C H E S H V A N ,  5 782

D I S C O V E R I N G  G O D  —  L U K E  7 : 11 – 17



O C T O B E R  2 0 21  |  19

D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  W O R D

––  3   3  ––––  1   1  ––

T O D AY ' S  P R AY E RD I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  T R U T H

––  2   2  ––

Some of the most challenging things we 
read in the Word show us the provision of 
God do to the impossible for His people. 
When we are faced with what may seem  
like an impossible situation, we should 
first go to God in prayer and not look to 
ourselves for the answer. For with God 
nothing is impossible!

Jesus separates from the 
people to gain physical 
strength and teach His 

disciples. There are times 
when we would do well  

to rest.  
( v.  1 0 )

Jesus tells His disciples 
to feed the crowd. Many 

times God tells us to do the 
impossible! 

( v. 1 1 – 1 3 )

Jesus taught the disciples 
how to feed the people 
who were hungry. We 

should always look to God, 
and never to our own ways 

of ministry.  
( v. 1 4 – 1 7 )

LORD,  I  NEED  T O  KNOW YOUR 
S T RENGT H AND PROV IS ION,  HELP 
ME  T ODAY.

Feeding The 5000
L U K E  9L U K E  9 –– 1 01 0

Jesus Christ’s ministry was full of joy and wellness. As thousands of people gathered 
to see and hear Jesus, He compassionately ministered to them. On one particular 
occasion we learn that Jesus has no food on hand for the crowd. The disciples knew this 
and told Jesus to break ministry and send the people away. Jesus had another plan! A 
miracle would allow ministry to continue and the entire crowd would be fed through 
the provision of God. What are the details of this ministry event? How did Jesus Christ 
distribute the food? How did He make sure that everyone got what they needed in the 
middle of the wilderness area? This miracle is remarkable to think about, especially 
when we break it down and study the events surrounding it. 

D I S C O V E R I N G  G O D  —  L U K E  9 : 10 – 17
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––  2   2  ––

When we read the Bible, we are hearing the 
words of the Holy Spirit. When we pray, we 
are hearing the sound of our heart. Reading 
the Bible and praying is the healthiest thing 
we can do on a daily basis. 

While it may not be 
convenient, we should 

have a responsive attitude 
toward others in their 

time of need. We should 
understand and listen to 

persistence. ( v.  5 – 8 )

Jesus reminds us to 
continue to ask, seek, and 

knock. We should live our 
lives to be persistent in our 

relationship with God. 
 ( v.  9 – 1 0 )

Jesus says that the Holy 
Spirit will be given if we 
simply ask for it. Prayer 
is powerful because God 

hears our prayers! 
 ( v.  1 1 – 1 3 )

LORD,  HELP  ME  T O  SE T  AS IDE  T IME 
T O  RE AD MY B IBLE  AND PRAY 
E VERY  DAY.

Be Persistent! 
L U K E  1 1L U K E  1 1 –– 1 21 2

When someone is persistent, they usually get what they need. Persistence is a critical 
exercise for followers of Jesus Christ as well. The LORD taught us the importance of 
persistence; when we act on our faith by pursuing the will of God. When we begin to live 
our lives for God our expectations shift, we are no longer trying to get the very best for 
ourselves, instead, we are giving our very best for our God. Living our lives in gratitude 
for God’s salvation and eternal life becomes a strong motivating factor. It is easy to fail 
in this area and become lazy in our faith, but God will help us as we try to follow Him. 
We will discover the great things God has for us as we strive to make ourselves depend 
and trust on God. We are people who love the LORD with all our heart, mind, and soul, 
so we are grateful for everything the LORD has given us. 
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The job of the Church is not to be some 
sort of Christian club – we have a job to do! 
God’s voice cries out across time, “Behold, I 
stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears 
My voice and opens the door, I will come 
into him and dine with him, and he with Me” 
–  R E V.  3 : 2 0 . 

Jesus was criticized 
for associating with 

“sinners”. A big part of 
the Church is to tell others 

about Jesus Christ. 
 ( v.  1 – 2 )

There is great rejoicing 
for a lost sheep when it  

is found. Fellowship is not 
just about us but others 

joining us! 
( v. 3 – 5 )

When someone comes 
to God, all of heaven 

rejoices. Time is short! We 
need to share our testimony 
with anyone who will listen. 

( v. 6 – 7 )

LORD,  HELP  ME  T O  RE ACH OU T  T O 
T ELL  O T HERS  MY T E S T IMONY!

Lost Sheep
L U K E  1 3L U K E  1 3 –– 1 51 5

It is easy for us to become ungrateful as we face the daily reality of our lives. When this 
happens, we make mistakes. Remember that as followers of Jesus Christ, we are called 
to always show love to others and confess any hatefulness to Him. When Jesus was 
ministering here on earth, the scribes and Pharisees were religious groups of people 
who dedicated themselves to following God. Too often, however, this dedication also 
separated them from everyday people and became about showing off their great 
wisdom and righteousness. The LORD is not interested in our religious abilities, He is 
passionate about saving those who do not know Him. Jesus sought those who were lost, 
He spent time with people who needed Him, and He was criticized for it. Luke 15 records 
Jesus’ parable of the lost sheep; its message was that God cared for everyone, even the 
least, or the worst among them.

D I S C O V E R I N G  G O D  —  L U K E  15 : 1 – 7
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––  2   2  ––

There are times in our different governments 
when we can, or should, demand justice 
for God’s will and people. However, we 
can never be successful without consistent 
and persistent prayer! We must always be 
persistent when we seek the will of God and 
the ways of the Bible.  

The widow is persistent 
with her request for 

justice. Jesus teaches we 
should be persistent when 
we pray, and not give up. 

( v.  1 – 3 )

The evil judge grants 
the widow’s persistent 

petitions. If the evil judge 
will grant the widow’s 

petitions, how much more 
does God respond to those 
who call out to Him.  ( v.  4 – 6 )

God is faithful and will 
bring justice to all who 
are persistent in their 

faithfulness to Him. It is 
always the right time to 

pray for God’s provision. 
 ( v.  7 – 8 )

LORD,  HELP  ME  T O  BE 
PERS IS T EN T  IN  MY PURSUI T 
OF  YOUR R IGH T EOUS JUS T ICE!

Persistence Pays 
L U K E  1 6L U K E  1 6 –– 1 81 8

When we continually seek the God of heaven and earth it pays off. When Jesus taught 
the parable of the persistent widow, He reminded us to have perseverance in prayer. 
Widows were often overlooked in ancient societies; they were often viewed as a drain 
on society, rather than an asset. Here though, Jesus uses the position of a widow to 
encourage persistence. Even an ungodly judge would help a widow if she continued to 
insist on help. The idea of persistence in faith is something we should all pay attention 
to. As we are persistent in following after God, as we are serious about His work in our 
life, and as we dedicate ourselves to His will, God will continue to reward and bless us. 
Jesus Christ explained that we should never be stagnant when it comes to faith in Him. 
There are times when we should be still and know that He is God, but we should not use 
this as an excuse to not move forward in our lives.   
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The persecuted Church is growing around 
the world because the global Church is 
growing even faster, and is much larger 
than we can see or hear. China is the largest 
country and church in the world, followed 
by Nigeria and India. Persecution and 
discrimination of those who have faith in 
Jesus Christ abounds around the world. This 
is a sign to us that Jesus Christ is close.   

Jesus taught that one who 
gives out of their need 
has done greater than 

one who gives out of their 
abundance. Giving to 

God’s work is a privilege. 
 ( v.  1 – 4 )

God is not impressed 
with buildings and 

infrastructure. People 
are the Church of the 

LORD Jesus Christ, not the 
structures built by human 

hands. ( v. 5 – 6 )

Jesus says there will 
be many signs and 

persecution before the 
end. There are more than 

340 million people each year 
who are persecuted for their 
faith in Jesus Christ*. ( v. 7 – 1 3 )

LORD,  HELP  ME  T O  REMEMBER 
T O  PRAY FOR  MY BRO T HERS  AND 
S IS T ERS  IN  T HE  PERSECU T ED 
CHURCH E VERY  DAY. 

* visit www.opendoorsca.org

The Time Is Near
L U K E  1 9L U K E  1 9 –– 2 12 1

We should be aware, but not concerned, that the end of time is near. While nations war 
with one another, little do they realize we all have a mutual enemy. Seen only by those 
who live by faith, satan lurks in the darkness, puppeteering our sinful desires and using 
the power of the flesh against us. So, let’s do as Holy Spirit says: “Put on the whole armor 
of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil…. that you may 
be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.” ( E P H E S I A N S  6 : 1 0 - 1 3 ) 

As Christians, we now have the mind of Christ. This means that we are different than the 
rest of the world in how we see and think. We think differently about money, time, and 
resources, understanding that God is the owner and supplier of all things we need. So, if 
our life is right and our thinking is correct, we will know what is happening, and how God 
is working–––the Kingdom of God is at hand! 

D I S C O V E R I N G  G O D  —  L U K E  21 : 1 – 13
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D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  W O R D
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––  2   2  ––

The bodily resurrection of the LORD Jesus 
Christ is a key element to the Gospel, we 
must never forget. We go to church every 
week to celebrate the resurrection of the 
LORD Jesus Christ and to worship Him. We 
must remind ourselves of how important this 
is. When we celebrate the resurrection, we 
celebrate eternal life. Hallelujah!   

Up from the grave He 
arose! Jesus is alive! Belief 
in the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ is a key component  

to faith in God.  
( v.  1 – 7 )

We should always 
remember the words of 

Jesus! He sent His Word and 
healed us and delivered us 

from our destruction.   
( v.  8 )

Peter, who denied Jesus 
three times, is the one 

who ran to see the 
evidence. The LORD is 
merciful and gracious to 

provide us with redemption. 
 ( v.  9 – 1 2 )

LORD,  I  WAN T  T O  CELEBRAT E 
E T ERNAL  L I FE ,  SO  I  CELEBRAT E 
YOUR RE SURREC T ION.  T HANK 
YOU,  JE SUS!

The Resurrection 
L U K E  2 2L U K E  2 2 –– 2 42 4

The bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ is the foundation of the Christian faith. In order 
for us to gain eternal life, death had to be defeated. Many envision Jesus Christ hanging 
on the cross and paying the price for sin, but they leave Him there – nailed to the cross. 
Others try to argue that Christ only rose spiritually and not physically. But the truth is 
Jesus is alive and at the right hand of the Father in heaven. There are many who deny 
that Jesus Christ rose from the dead in the flesh. But when we look at the cost of sin, 
we understand that someone had to physically die and rise from the dead after paying 
the cost of sin, because the cost of sin is death ( R O M A N S  6 : 2 3 ) . Luke 24 confronts the 
unbeliever with the fact that Jesus Christ did rise from the dead. When we believe that, 
our life changes forever!  
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The LORD Jesus Christ made His plans clear 
to His disciples. They did not understand it 
totally, but as time marched forward, they 
made sense of what He said. This is how we 
make ourselves in alignment with the Spirit 
of God; we should do what He has said in 
His Word. 

Jesus warned us not 
to make the Church, 

or Temple, a house of 
merchandise. As believers, 
we should not be motivated 
by money, but by the Holy 

Spirit. ( v.  1 3 – 1 6 )

Jesus desires to make us 
clean as we yield to the 
work of His Holy Spirit 
in us. We should always 
submit to the Holy Spirit, 

and not to men.  
( v. 1 7 )

Our body is the place 
where the Holy Spirit 

comes in and makes His 
home. When we yield to the 

Holy Spirit, we are in the  
will of God. 

( v. 1 8 – 2 2 )

LORD,  F I LL  ME  W I T H  YOUR HOLY 
SP IR I T.  I  NEED  T O  PAY  AT T EN T ION 
T O  T HE  T H INGS  T HAT  ARE 
HAPPENING!

The Temple of the LORD
J O H N  1J O H N  1 –– 22

Many are excited about the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem, while others are not. 
The Temple was, and is, one of the most foundational elements of the Jewish faith. It is 
critical that the future for Jerusalem includes the rebuilding of the Temple. But how do 
Christians see the Temple? Most get lost in the interest of God’s presence and see the 
Temple as an absolute necessity, soon, for the end of time. But, remember, the Temple 
of the Holy Spirit is in us ( 1  C O R I N T H I A N S  6 : 1 9 ) . In other words, we are saved by God, and 
His Holy Spirit is placed within our being as our spirit is reborn, and changes us. To be 
a Christian means that we have received an intimate level of fellowship with Almighty 
God, through His Holy Spirit. The Temple structure is an element that the Jews see as 
necessary, not the Christians.

D I S C O V E R I N G  G O D  —  J O H N  2 : 13 – 2 2
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Nicodemus was a man who specialized in 
God’s Word but did not understand the 
LORD’s plan. When we read how Jesus 
spoke and what He said to Nicodemus, we 
learn that God’s plan is for salvation not for 
judgment. We must seek to learn the cost of 
sin as well as the greatness and mercy of God.  

Jesus told Nicodemus that 
he must listen and learn 

from Him. We should  
learn from God! 

( v.  1 0 – 1 2 )

Nicodemus learns that the 
Son of God must be lifted 

up as a sacrifice for sin. 
Sin is real and hard, and it 

destroys us.  
( v.  1 3 – 1 5 )

The plan of Jesus Christ, 
God’s only Son, is 

revealed to Nicodemus. 
Praise God for His plan to 

save us! 
 ( v.  1 6 – 1 7 )

LORD,  I  WAN T  T O  PRAISE  YOUR 
NAME FOR  ALL  YOU  ARE ,  NO T  JUS T 
WHAT  YOU DO.  I  PRAISE  YOU, 
LORD GOD!

The Answer 
J O H N  3J O H N  3 –– 44

The message of why God did what He did is captured in the conversation Jesus Christ 
had with Nicodemus. Nicodemus was a religious ruler of the Jews, a Pharisee, separated 
and devoted to the Word of God. So, it is not surprising that the LORD Jesus included 
this message in His conversation with him. Nicodemus longed to speak with Jesus 
personally, and ask Him questions. The key to understanding this whole discussion is to 
remember what it says in John 3:16-17, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 
For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world 
through Him might be saved.” God is not against this world. The deep difficulties we 
have are often because God is excluded from our lives. 

O C T  19 ,  2 0 21      13  C H E S H V A N ,  5 782
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––  2   2  ––

Jesus Christ lived like us. He was falsely 
accused and killed by crucifixion, one of 
the most excruciating deaths anyone could 
imagine. In doing this, Jesus removed the 
conviction of our sins once and for all. If 
we confess our sins to Him and give our life 
to follow Him. By doing this, we turn our 
actions and reactions to serve God. 

Jesus told those who 
opposed His teaching 

that He and His Father 
had been working every 

Sabbath. Manmade 
church rules are not to be 

held sacred. ( v.  1 6 – 1 7 )

Jesus' opponents wanted 
to kill Him because the 

Truth He spoke of did not 
fit their understanding of 
truth. God is real, and Jesus 

Christ is God. That is the 
Truth! ( v. 1 8 )

Jesus told His opponents 
that He was equal with 

the Father. When we trust 
in Jesus Christ for our life, we 

are trusting in God.  
( v. 1 9 – 2 3 )

LORD,  HELP  ME  T O  AC T  AND RE AC T 
AS  YOU WOULD HAVE  ME  DO.

Who Is God?
J O H N  5J O H N  5 –– 66

One of the hardest things to learn and understand is Who God really is. We cannot fully 
understand the complexity and absolute truth about the Godhead. It takes faith for us to 
learn and know God’s presence. Jesus Christ was fully man and fully God. How can that 
be? We don’t really know, but we do know it is true. If something is truth, we don’t always 
know the elements of that truth, but we never question its fact. We know that air is good 
for breathing, but do we know how to make air from nothing? God does, and did, but 
we don’t stop breathing until we know that truth, now do we? There are things that the 
Bible explains which we cannot understand, or realize, in our mind. John 5 contains one 
of those things. It requires faith for us to see and hear Who God really is.   

D I S C O V E R I N G  G O D  —  J O H N  5 : 16 – 2 3
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D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  W O R D

––  3   3  ––––  1   1  ––
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––  2   2  ––

Jesus lived to teach us how God’s Kingdom 
is built. When we focus on that, our ideas, 
motivations, and desires become different like 
His, not like those who seek their own dynasty 
of fame or fortune. The LORD empowers us 
to grow in His Kingdom and not to build our 
own ways to live. 

The religious men 
searched for Jesus. Some 
said He was good, others 
said He was bad. Jesus is 
the definition of goodness, 
and we can know Him if we 
give our life to Him. ( v.  1 1 – 1 3 )

Jesus Christ was different, 
He even taught differently. 

The LORD teaches that a 
relationship with God is real 

and can happen through 
Him. ( v.  1 4 – 1 8 )

Jesus told us that we 
should judge only by 

God’s Holy Spirit. The 
Holy Spirit keeps us 

focused on Jesus Christ, not 
on ourselves. 

 ( v.  1 9 – 2 4 )

LORD,  HELP  ME  T O  BU ILD  YOUR 
K INGDOM AND NO T  MY OWN.

Good & Bad
J O H N  7J O H N  7 –– 88

What is good? What is bad? Those are two questions we seek to answer in today’s 
world. But how do we choose? The answer to this question requires a knowledge of 
God. If there is no knowledge of God, there is no way to tell the difference between 
good and bad. But if we do know the LORD, our mind is caught up into determining 
the difference between right and wrong. The problem was just that in Jesus’ day, there 
were the religious elite who could not determine the difference between right and wrong. 
They called on their own interpretation of the law of God. And still today, that is when 
we fail, when we interpret the law of God without the Holy Spirit. We cannot tell the true 
difference between right and wrong without the mind of Christ.      
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––  2   2  ––

Most of the time, the LORD Jesus Christ 
speaks through His Word, the Bible. The rest 
of the time, He speaks to us in Spirit through 
“wordless groans”, which never contradicts 
His Word ( R O M A N S  8 : 2 6 - 2 7 ) . The Bible is the 
Word of God, spoken by prophets carried 
along by the Holy Spirit. We should know 
it, hear it, and put it into action. The Holy 
Spirit is talking to us through it. 

Jesus said the death of 
Lazarus was for the glory 

of God, and that God’s 
Son would be glorified 
through it. We should 

listen to what God says! 
( v.  1 – 4 )

Our LORD tells His 
disciples that He will go 

to Lazarus and heal him. 
We should remember that 
God has His plan in, and 

for, everything. 
( v. 5 – 1 3 )

Thomas was a committed 
disciple! Sometimes we 

have to go and move where 
God tells us, even though we 

may not understand it. 
( v. 1 4 – 1 6 )

LORD,  I  NEED  T O  HE AR YOUR HOLY 
SP IR I T  WHEN YOU SPE AK T HROUGH 
T HE  WORD OF  GOD.  HELP  ME  T O 
L IS T EN AND LE ARN.

Back To Jerusalem
J O H N  9J O H N  9 –– 1 11 1

Jerusalem was not the place where Jesus Christ was best protected. In fact, many so-
called spiritual people there wanted Him dead. Jesus knew this and told His disciples 
that He was going anyway. One of the things Jesus had to do was raise Lazarus from 
the dead, because he had been sick. The disciples were well-aware of the potential 
danger to come. It was Thomas who said, “Let us also go, that we may die with Him!” 
Thomas often gets negative press and the nickname “Doubting Thomas” because of 
his questioning of Christ after His resurrection, but listen carefully to this man. When we 
begin to hear what Thomas says, we identify with him. Thomas was a lot like us today, 
he knew the facts and was still skeptical, yet followed Christ. We should remember that 
the Holy Spirit still heals and helps us, but we should use the Bible to hear how God 
speaks to us and heals us.     

D I S C O V E R I N G  G O D  —  J O H N  11 : 1 – 16
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D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  W O R D

––  3   3  ––––  1   1  ––

T O D AY ' S  P R AY E RD I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  T R U T H

––  2   2  ––

We must listen to God in order to hear what 
the Bible is saying. Many attempt to hear 
God, but ignore His Word. Yet, God has 
spoken through the Bible. We are wise when 
we listen and apply the words of God.   

Jesus explains that we 
are called to be with Him. 
The LORD has made that 
possible from the time we 

give our lives to follow Him. 
( v.  1 – 4 )

Our LORD Jesus tells us 
that He is the way, the 
truth, and the life. No 

one comes to God except 
through Him. God is 

exclusive, not inclusive of 
false beliefs. ( v.  5 – 6 )

God limited Himself in 
Jesus Christ, but made 

Himself known through 
Him. Jesus Christ was fully 

God, and fully man. 
 ( v.  7 – 1 1 )

LORD,  I  MUS T  D ISC IPL INE  MYSELF 
T O  RE AD YOUR WORD T ODAY, 
HELP  ME .

The Timing of Works
J O H N  1 2J O H N  1 2 –– 1 41 4

What does the word “works” mean? When I say works, division takes place in the 
Church. Some believe that we have to work our way to heaven, others believe it is a gift 
of grace. But what does Jesus mean when He says, “…the Father who dwells in Me does 
the works.” ( J O H N  1 4 : 1 0 ) . God modeled the way His Holy Spirit works in this world; He does 
it through the Holy Spirit in us. That means that works are not a part of salvation, but they 
are a result of faith in God. The works we produce, then, are a part of God’s timing. 

The idea of timing often throws off our understanding of Scripture. Timing is everything 
with God. He created time. So, keep in mind that time to God is not the same as it is 
with us. The LORD often speaks truth in intervals of time, so we should listen to God, 
understanding that we may not get it all at once, but through time we will. And when we 
do, we work out our salvation through Christ who strengthens us ( C F.  P H I L I P P I A N S  2 : 1 2 ) . 
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––  2   2  ––

As a Christian our lives are not about us, it 
is about knowing, loving, and serving God 
throughout our lives by loving others as 
ourselves. Our faith in Jesus Christ leads us 
to properly understand and apply justice, 
righteousness, and love of neighbour. 

Jesus Christ is the 
exclusive way to eternal 
life. It is our LORD who 

decides, not we ourselves. 
God is exclusive, and no 
one can do what He did. 

( v.  1 – 2 )

Jesus Christ our LORD 
explains that He is 

eternal. God is eternal, 
and was made known in 

the flesh through  
Jesus Christ. 

( v. 3 – 5 )

Jesus prays for us as we 
build our closeness with 
the LORD God.Our life 
is always about growing 
in the LORD through His 

Word and prayer.  
( v. 6 – 1 1 )

LORD,  I  MUS T  KEEP  MYSELF 
FOCUSED  ON L I V ING  FOR  JE SUS 
CHR IS T  W I T H  ALL  MY HE ART, 
M IND,  S T RENGT H,  AND SOUL .

As The World Was
J O H N  1 5J O H N  1 5 –– 1 71 7

Jesus Christ is the only begotten Son of God. This is best illustrated in Jesus’ prayer to the 
Father in John 17. This unique passage of Holy Scripture is important because it reminds 
us that Jesus cares deeply for those who believe in Who He is. Jesus speaks to God the 
Father in ways that lead us to know more about Who God is, and why He sent Jesus 
Christ in the first place. There is a lot that can be said about what Jesus did for us and 
how He spoke to His Father in Heaven. For one, we are chosen by God and redeemed by 
Jesus Christ to spend our existence with Him. This is the essence of knowing Who God 
is, as we give our whole life to the LORD. Jesus also speaks about His divine power and 
eternal nature, as He identifies Himself with God before the world was.  

D I S C O V E R I N G  G O D  —  J O H N  17 : 1 – 11
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D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  W O R D

––  3   3  ––––  1   1  ––

T O D AY ' S  P R AY E RD I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  T R U T H

––  2   2  ––

Our society does not understand humility. 
In fact, this world is anything but humble. 
However, the perfect example of humility was 
Jesus Christ, the LORD of lords and King of 
kings. When we come to Jesus Christ, we set 
our values and live our lives contrary to those 
in the world.  

Jesus is arrested and is 
taken first to Annas, 

father-in-law of the High 
Priest. The religion in this 

world is not friendly to 
believers in Christ.  

( v.  1 2 – 1 4 )

Peter denied Christ the 
first time, to get in and see 

the case against Him.  
The LORD wants us to move 

in His ways, not our ways.  
( v.  1 5 – 1 8 )

An officer hit Jesus in the 
face and Jesus answered 

him with a question.  
We have all sinned and 

must come to Christ  
in humility. 

 ( v.  1 9 – 2 4 )

LORD,  I  SHOULD  CONSIDER  HOW I 
AC T  AND RE AC T!  HELP  ME  T O  BE 
HUMBLE  L IKE  YOU ARE .

Judging Jesus
J O H N  1 8J O H N  1 8 –– 1 91 9

When Jesus Christ was arrested, they first took Him to Annas, the father-in-law of Caiaphas, 
who was the High Priest in Jerusalem that year. It was Caiaphas who advised the Jews that it was 
beneficial that one Man should die for the people. They did not treat Jesus as the Holy Son of 
God, the Messiah. Nevertheless, the LORD Jesus answered their questions the way He always 
did, with direct truth. This trial was a façade, a show of posturing for those who were interested 
in power and position. But for others, it was revealing. Scholars have theorized that John may 
have known the High Priest because he was given access to Jesus’ trial in the High Priest’s court, 
but Peter was denied this privilege and had to remain outside. The confrontations that slammed 
Peter head-on were telling. As a man, Peter could do nothing about the fear that was residing in 
his heart. However, in Acts 2, we see that fear disappear in the lives of the disciples, as the Holy 
Spirit enters the men with the power, strength, and the fire of God to judge correctly. 
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D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  W O R D

––  3   3  ––––  1   1  ––

T O D AY ' S  P R AY E RD I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  T R U T H

––  2   2  ––

As Christians, we are called and 
commissioned to tell the world our testimony 
of how Jesus Christ saved our lives. This is 
our first assignment! The LORD remains 
with those He has saved, His Holy Spirit 
dwells in us. We must continue to share the 
Gospel message with others. 

Mary does not recognize 
Jesus until He calls her 

by name. When the Holy 
Spirit calls our name, we 

should respond. 
( v.  1 1 – 1 6 )

Mary is instructed by 
her LORD to share His 

resurrection with the 
disciples. The disciples are 

lost in doubt and cannot 
see the reality of God. 

( v. 1 7 – 1 8 )

God has saved us and 
sent us, today. We are 
called to tell the world 

about Jesus Christ!  
( v. 1 9 – 2 3 )

LORD,  I  PRAY FOR  OPPORT UNI T IE S 
T O  SHARE  MY T E S T IMONY W I T H  MY 
FR IENDS AND FAMILY.

When It’s All Over
J O H N  2 0J O H N  2 0 –– 2 12 1

When Jesus Christ was dead, it seemed like it was all over. This was the death of the 
so-called Messiah, and death is permanent. There was no one left to raise Jesus from the 
dead – He was the miracle worker. Death seems to be the constant enemy of humanity. 
In a battle, people kill each other to stop the advancement of the opposing side. When a 
crime is perpetrated, those who are defending what is right threaten those doing wrong, 
often with the threat of death. If you want to scare someone you propose to kill them. 
Death is permanent. But, God changed all of that through Jesus Christ. He was killed 
by us and died. But He was holy, He was more than a man! How do you kill Someone 
like that? Death is permanent, but God changed death to life when Jesus Christ rose 
from the dead. The significance of this resurrection is unmatched. John 20, reveals the 
elements of the resurrection of Christ.   

D I S C O V E R I N G  G O D  —  J O H N  2 0 : 11 – 2 3
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––  3   3  ––––  1   1  ––

T O D AY ' S  P R AY E RD I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  T R U T H

––  2   2  ––

When we come to know Jesus Christ as 
LORD of our life, we are pitted against 
sin. Sin is real – it has a culture, lifestyle, 
and temptation. God will strengthen us as 
we work to make ourselves clear of sinful 
activities, through the help of the Holy Spirit. 

Peter and John were 
confronted by a lame man 
who was asking for money. 

Sometimes God surprises 
and prepares us for a move 
of His Holy Spirit when we 

least expect it. ( v.  1 – 4 )

Rather than get the 
money he asked for, God 

blessed the lame man with 
healing. Sometimes the 
blessings we receive from 

God are not what we ask for 
or expect. ( v.  5 – 6 )

God used Peter and John 
to establish His word and 
will for the man who had 

been tarnished by sin. 
Sin is not just intentional, but 
many times the culture of sin 

causes us to fail. ( v.  7 – 1 0 )

LORD,  I  PRAY T HAT  YOU KEEP  ME 
AWAY FROM S IN,  AS  I  RE S IS T  I T 
IN  MY L I FE .

Sin
A C T S  1A C T S  1 –– 33

Every day was the same for the man born lame from birth. All his life he was not able to 
move like others, he had no ability to walk or to do work. Each day he was carried and 
laid at the Temple gate called Beautiful. Here, the man would beg for money. But one 
particular day, things were going to be very different! In years past, Jesus would have 
walked by that same man as He walked through the Temple gate and the man was 
not healed. However, this day, God’s Holy Spirit was planning on doing something so 
different and unique that people would be shocked. It was not a big political or a social 
move, but rather a personal healing that would move people. It was a miracle that 
happened through Peter and John by the power of God through Christ and the working 
of the Holy Spirit. 
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It is the LORD God who created us and 
intervenes when we do not expect it. He does 
this to show Who He is and how much He 
loves us. When we know and love God, we 
cannot help but praise His Name and give Him 
all the glory. Praise is powerful. It changes our 
attitudes, focuses our minds, and sends a clear 
message to all around us that we serve the 
LORD, even in our imperfections. 

Peter and John were 
uneducated and 

untrained men. The Holy 
Spirit is our best Teacher!  

( v.  1 3 )

God offers undeniable 
miracles. There is power in 

the name of Jesus.  
Glory to God!  

( v. 1 4 – 1 7 )

We cannot deny what God 
has done when He moves 
in miraculous ways. Don’t 

be afraid to speak about 
Jesus Christ and what He 

has done in your life. There is 
power in His name! ( v. 1 8 – 2 2 )

LORD,  T HANK YOU FOR  WHO 
YOU ARE .  I  WAN T  T O  PRAISE 
YOUR NAME E VERY  DAY  AND 
E VERY  HOUR!

In the Name of Jesus
A C T S  4A C T S  4 –– 55

Jesus Christ is perhaps the most well-known name in all of history. Sadly, though, it 
seems that more and more people in the west only recognize the name of Jesus Christ 
as a swear word. The question is why? Why do people use the name of Jesus Christ as 
a curse? There are others who know the power of that name and have dedicated their 
lives to make both the Person of Jesus Christ and His character known. The first time 
the name of Jesus Christ was banned from use was in the first century, and the first 
place it was prohibited was in Jerusalem. The persecution of the Church began nearly 
right away, recorded in the book of Acts. The Church has a rich history that includes 
persecution and punishment for using the name of Jesus Christ. We know the truth; 
His name is powerful. Peter and John knew this firsthand, and they remained faithful to 
their LORD.   

D I S C O V E R I N G  G O D  —  A C T S  4 : 13 – 2 2
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––  2   2  ––

As Christians, we are called to tell others 
about Jesus Christ. Bible reading and prayer 
are critically important to our relationship 
with Jesus Christ, and so is sharing with 
others what He has done in our life. When we 
share our testimonies and praise to God, it 
helps us grow in Him. 

Saul, later to become 
Paul the apostle, was 

active in the persecution 
of the early Church. The 

persecuted Church must be 
lifted up in our prayers.  

( v.  1 – 3 )

Philip was the great 
disciple who went to 

Samaria and preached 
about Jesus Christ. We 
are all called to tell our 

testimonies to friends and 
family! ( v.  4 – 8 )

The Holy Spirit used 
Philip through preaching 
and miracles to build the 
Church. Today, the Holy 
Spirit seeks to use us to  

do the same.  
( v.  9 – 1 3 )

LORD,  I  PRAY T HAT  I  WOULD 
HAVE  T HE  COURAGE  T O  TAKE  T HE 
F IRS T  S T EP  OF  T ELL ING  O T HERS 
ABOU T  YOU.

The Church Expands
A C T S  6A C T S  6 –– 88

The Church of the LORD Jesus Christ began to expand with remarkable numbers of 
people. Amazingly, this occurred despite the persecution they were receiving. God 
has a way of advancing His Kingdom despite human opposition and sometimes even 
through human opposition. This is an interesting fact that I have observed, every time 
humans attempt to control God, God controls them. We have never learned the lesson 
of submission. In today’s societies, submission is a bad word. But, to the Christian, it is a 
good word and idea. As Christians, we have given our lives in submission to God’s Word 
and will; we do not make our own decisions about how we live. We arrange our lives 
according to the law of Christ and we pray and include the LORD Jesus Christ in our 
decision making. Chapter 8 of the book of Acts explains how and why we must always 
look to the LORD, and fulfill our calling as human beings. 
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Sometimes the LORD uses people and 
places and things to direct us. We should 
not be surprised when our expected plans 
are radically changed by the unexpected. 
The LORD knows how to guide and direct us 
better than we do. Grasping this in today’s 
culture is vital. 

Ananias knew about Saul 
and feared him. The easy 
things are simple, the hard 

things are difficult but 
amazing with God’s help!  

( v.  1 0 – 1 4 )

Ananias discovered 
God’s plan for Saul, 
before Saul did. We 

should always listen to  
the active work of the  

Holy Spirit. 
( v. 1 5 – 1 6 )

God used Ananias to 
start Paul’s ministry. We 
are strengthened through 

the fellowship with one 
another through God. 

( v. 1 7 – 1 9 )

LORD,  HELP  ME  T O  T RUS T  IN 
YOU,  E VEN WHEN YOU CHANGE 
MY PL ANS!

Here I Am, LORD
A C T S  9A C T S  9 –– 1 01 0

There are some things that are risky. Standing in the highway is risky. Hanging around 
on a bungie cord is risky. But, as Christians, all the risk is removed, right? Wrong! Risk 
is spelled in a different way: F-A-I-T-H. The question is simple: What do we have faith 
in? When we come to the LORD Jesus and give our lives over to Him, we must learn 
to place all our faith completely in Him. Life or death depends on what Jesus Christ 
has for us. Ananias was a disciple of Jesus who lived in Damascus, and he had heard 
many reports about a man named Saul, who was responsible for the persecution and 
death of many Christians. Now, God was calling Ananias to go to Saul and pray for 
him. What? Really? When Ananias answered God, “Here I am, LORD”, would he go? 
God knows everything, including the future, past and present. We would do well to pay 
attention to the LORD when He assigns us to a task.   
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D I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  W O R D
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T O D AY ' S  P R AY E RD I S C O V E R I N G  T H E  T R U T H

––  2   2  ––

Spiritual war is the real conflict we face when 
we become followers of Jesus Christ. The 
LORD has prepared us to fight these battles. 
Christians are often tricked by evil to be afraid 
and fear confrontations. We should have faith 
for fighting spiritual battles; remembering to 
put on the whole armor of God and praying 
always in the Spirit ( E P H .  6 : 1 0 - 1 8 ) .

The Holy Spirit of God 
chose Paul and Barnabas 

to go and preach Jesus 
Christ. We, too, are 

chosen today to tell others 
about the LORD, in our 

way. ( v.  1 – 3 )

We should never fear or 
fall away from anyone 

who is resisting our faith.  
Remember, Jesus Christ 

fought the war on the cross. 
It is finished.  

( v.  4 – 8 )

Paul confronted the man 
with the truth of God, 

and he was taken down. 
The LORD is seeking 

people to stand up for His 
Word and ways.  

( v.  9 – 1 2 )

LORD,  HELP  ME  NO T  T O  BE 
AFRAID  OF  SP IR I T UAL  BAT T LE S . 
YOU  HAVE  ALRE ADY WON!

Spiritual War
A C T S  1 1A C T S  1 1 –– 1 31 3

Paul taught us about spiritual war in Ephesians 6. This is something Paul first encounters 
in the book of Acts; something we, too, will also encounter if we are trained in the ways 
of Jesus Christ. Spiritual conflict is real as we follow the LORD and serve Him, and it 
is very difficult to fight the good fight within ourselves. The truth is, we cannot fight 
it with our own thinking. Only through God’s presence of the Holy Spirit, that Jesus 
Christ placed in us, can we win in any spiritual war. In the Old Testament, the Ark of the 
Covenant represented God’s presence with the people in warfare.  In this time, after the 
death and resurrection of Jesus, our spirits, or hearts, is the place where the presence of 
God’s Holy Spirit is placed.  
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Bible Discovery is a family-run international ministry 
invested in educating, edifying and encouraging the 
believer to actively explore God's Word. Your donations 
allow us to provide these resources to people around  
the world.

E Q U I P  Y O U R  C H U R C H  E Q U I P  Y O U R  C H U R C H  Our mission is to support 
local churches. Equip your small group, congregation 
or family at BibleDiscoveryTv.com/church365. 

S U P P O R T  T H E  M I N I S T R YS U P P O R T  T H E  M I N I S T R Y   Thanks to your generous 
donations, we are able provide free content to spread 
the Gospel. Visit BibleDiscoveryTv.com/donate to 
support our ministry today. 

G I F T  T H E  G U I D EG I F T  T H E  G U I D E   If you have friends or family who 
would love a copy of the Bible Discovery Guide, sign 
them up today at BibleDiscoveryGuide.com.  

R E N E W  Y O U R  S U P P O R TR E N E W  Y O U R  S U P P O R T   A special thank you to 
all of our partners whose donations make this Guide 
possible. Join us for a brand-new year of discovery 
when you you give a donation of any amount at 
BibleDiscoveryTv.com/donate.

M I N I S T R Y  U P D A T E S  &  P R AY E R  R E Q U E S T SM I N I S T R Y  U P D A T E S  &  P R AY E R  R E Q U E S T S    
Stay up-to-date with the latest news and prayer 
requests by subscribing to our email list on 
BibleDiscoveryTv.com.

C O M P A N I O N  R E S O U R C E SC O M P A N I O N  R E S O U R C E S   Further your study or 
share your learning with others with digital downloads, 
comprehensive study tools and deeper commentary 
designed to enrich your journey through the Word of 
God. Visit BibleDiscoveryTv.com today.

Thanks for 
your support!
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From Genesis to Revelation in one year, the Bible  Discovery  Guide is 
a daily study companion to encourage and supplement the reading 
of God's Word. Each daily devotional provides theological insights 

and practical application to equip and strengthen your faith. 
 
 

For more great resources to complement this Guide,  
please visit us online at
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